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The Genetic Structuralism and the Term Issues in Modern
Arabic Critical Approaches

Dr.Nour-Eddine Seddar, Faculty of literature, languages, social sciences and
humanities, University of Mascara, Algeria.

Abstract

The aim of this study is to prove the epistemological value of the term: ’genetic
structuralism’ taking as a starting-point the concept of ‘genetic’ in the view of western
modern critical discourse. This term is considered as a strange concept in the modern
Arabic criticism leading to a controversy in providing an accurate definition among Arab
researchers. As a result, their approaches and studies were quite different.

From this perspective, my study is divided into two main parts. The first one is
devoted to literary genetic concept as formulated in the western critical discourse
especially according to one of the famous scholar in the field ‘Lucien Goldman’. The
second one deals with the concept as used in Arabic critical approaches in which
different terms were given.

As a conclusion, the contemporary Arabic criticism does not possess a precise
definition of the concept giving rise to two different trends in the use of the genetic
structuralism concept in the Arabic critical studies.
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31 Lucien Goldmann, Structuralisme Génétique en sociologie de la littérature ,
dans , Le structuralisme Génétique , 1’ccuvre et 'influence de Lucien
Goldmann,:27 ((...Si la structure se définit par opposition au désordre , la
structuration se définit moins par opposition que par complémentarité a la
destructuration , ce qui nous donne une image plus exacte mais
particuliérement difficile a développer.En effet , étudier et comprendre un
ensemble de fais humains suppose toujours qu’on les étudie sous deux
ongles complémentaire , en tant que processus de structuration orientés vers
une structure nouvelle , et en tant que processus de déstructuration des
anciennes structures déja réalisées ou vers lesquelles tendait le méme
groupe social peu de temps auparavant.)):27

32 Voir, Lucien Goldmann, Structuralisme Génétique en Sociologie de la
littérature , dans , le structuralisme Génétique , 1 ‘ceuvre et ’influence de
Lucien Goldmann,: 26-27
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