396 -367 2014 1 11

() n
@)
(AL n
2014 ©
} *
)

367



®

61

14)

(15)

©)
n @)

n (B)m

-

©

(10)

A1)

(a2)n

13)

(16)

368



an

19)

369

(18)



20y

@2)n

370

@3)n

[]



@4

@n

(25)

@6)n

371



(@8)

(9)

@4y

30)m

@2)n

372

@3)n



@35)n

36)r1

@7

373

@8)



[

]

43)

@39

374

(40)

42)



@4)n

375



376

45)

@6) 1



@7y

-1
" 48)
(49)n
-2
-3
(50)nr "

377



378



(1)

(62)

379



B4)n

380

G3)n



G5

" _(56)

(58)

381

G7)n



(9)

(60)

382



61)0 "o,

(62)11

(64)11

(6511

383

(63)



(66)

384



67)n

(68)1t

385



386



387

@n



(72)

388



Al Jahiz's Theory on Irtijal (Improvisation) in his Work al-
Bayan wa al-Tabyin

Abdul Karim Ahmad al-Hiyari, Department of Arabic Language
and Literature, The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan.

Abstract

Irtijal (speaking impromptu, improvisation) in al- Jahiz's al-Bayan wa al- Tabyin
has not been given due attention by his critics nor in studies on Arabic literary theory in
general. Al-Jahiz's material on the subject seems incongruent or even contradictory. The
present article traces this material, reconstructs it to elucidate the main features of al-
Jahiz's theory and investigates it to determine the degree of its coherence and
consistency. By re-examining al-Jahiz's remarks and the traditions he quotes within their
own contexts and considering the different angles wherefrom he tackles the subject, the
present article concludes that al-Jahiz's precepts here, despite their apparent
contradictions, remain fairly coherent and consistent: so long as the quality of the speech
is not compromised, it is Irtijal that attests to the speaker's eloquence. But in certain
cases, this quality is unlikely to be maintained unless the speech is prepared and revised.
Here Irtijal should be avoided.
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